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Fraters of the Xi-Lambda Chapter, 

 

 My name is Robert Gibbs and I am pleased 

to introduce myself as the new President of the 

Alumni Association Board of Directors for the Xi-

Lambda Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon. Since my 

initiation in the fall of 2001, I have been involved 

with our chapter, seeing both the ups and downs dur-

ing the past decade. Much progress has been made in 

recent years and I look forward to working with the 

Board of Directors, the undergraduates, and the rest 

of the TKE alumni to continue the resurgence of Xi-

Lambda.   

 During my term, I will work to accomplish 

two main goals. First, grow the alumni association 

membership while developing an alumni experience 

that encourages all Tekes to participate. Second, con-

tinue the impressive work of our current and past 

Board of Directors in establishing a framework for 

success designed to help the undergraduate chapter 

continue to grow and prosper at UGA. 

 I look forward to getting to know many of 

you as we move forward. Thank you for taking the 

time to read the quarterly newsletter of the Xi-

Lambda Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon.  

 Please do not hesitate to contact me 

directly with any questions, concerns, or 

ideas you may have for the future of the Xi-

Lambda Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon at 

the University of Georgia. 

 

 Yours in the Bond, 

 

 Robert L. Gibbs  

 Xi-Lambda 753 

 678-516-4812 

 rgibbs1033@yahoo.com 



The men of Xi-Lambda have been working 

extremely hard to rebuild the chapterôs legacy since 

re-chartering. They have high hopes for the future 

of the chapter and have a strategic plan in place to 

achieve their goals. Xi-Lambda is fortunate to have 

the support of some very accomplished TKE 

Alumni from other chapters; Grand Prytanis Bob 

Barr and Province Advisor Jonathan Turk. 

In this issue of the TKE-O-GRAM, we 

caught up with both men to discuss their TKE ex-

periences, what a strong chapter at UGA means for 

TKE, and their hopes for the future of Xi-Lambda. 

 

Grand Prytanis Bob Barr is 

currently running for Con-

gress in Georgiaôs 11th dis-

trict. He previously repre-

sented the 7th District of 

Georgia in the U.S. House of 

Representatives from 1995 to 

2003 and was the Libertarian 

Party nominee for President in 2008. He and his 

wife Jeri live outside Atlanta, Georgia where he 

practices law and teaches constitutional law at At-

lantaôs John Marshall Law School. 

 Barr was initiated into the Beta Sigma 

Chapter of TKE at the University of Southern Cali-

fornia in the Spring of 1967. He recalled the strong 

and genuine bond of fraternalism he felt the mo-

ment he first walked in the door of the Teke house. 

Even after all these years, his love for the fraternity 

has not wavered. He recognized the importance of 

giving back something tangible to the fraternity 

which gave him so much as an undergraduate. 

ñVolunteering and giving back to TKE is a win-win 

in every possible way.  It is a joy to see the impact 

we have on so many thousands of young men every 

year; a joy magnified many fold by knowing that the 

help we offer to young men in their college years 

will remain with them for the rest of their lives.ò 

His service as a Grand Officer has certainly been 

invaluable to the growing strength of Xi-Lambda 

and the rest of TKE Nation. 

 When asked about Xi-Lambda, Frater Barr 

offered the following sentiments regarding our 

Chapter, ñThe University of Georgia is one of 

Americaôs great universitiesô and having a strong, 

active Teke Chapter at our stateôs flagship univer-

sity is a visible sign of the Fraternityôs strength and 

reach.  A strong Teke Chapter at UGA provides a 

home for young men who wish to develop their aca-

demic, interpersonal and community skills in a sup-

portive environment, while at the same time enjoy-

ing a positive social experience.ò These words 

could not more accurately describe what we all 

know to be true; a strong Xi-Lambda Chapter 

means a stronger TKE Nation. 

 Finally, he spoke about the future of Xi-

Lambda and itsô outstanding alumni volunteers. 

ñMy hopes for the future of Xi-Lambda Chapter are 

high, based on my personal, first-hand knowledge of 

the caliber of its active members, and knowing of 

the strong support the Chapter receives from its 

involved alumni members.ò To have the support of 

a Grand Officer is very encouraging, especially 

from the Grand Prytanis and a Frater as accom-

plished as Barr. His words of encouragement mean 

a lot to all of us at Xi-Lambda and we will strive to 
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TKE Educational Foundation 
 We all remember the day we accepted a bid 

to join the best chapter of the largest fraternity in the 

world. The day that you were initiated into the Xi-

Lambda Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon at the Uni-

versity of Georgia will be with you forever. The 

years that followed provided each 

of us with the opportunity to ex-

perience UGA in a way few oth-

ers were able. The struggles we 

overcame and the fun we enjoyed 

allowed us to develop skills and 

abilities we will have with us for a 

lifetime. 

 Even with all the wonderful memories we 

sometimes forget what the fraternity really meant for 

each of us accepted into the Bond of Tau Kappa Ep-

silon. TKE gives every man the chance to grow as an 

individual, pursue his passions, become a leader, and 

develop friendships that will last forever. 

 The ability for every Frater to better himself 

must be preserved for all future Xi-Lambda Tekes. 

The TKE Educational Foundation provides each of 

us with a vehicle to ensure Xi-Lambda will thrive. 

Morgan Maclellan, former Chapter President, and his 

wife Lisa, Xi-Lambda Sweetheart, both recognized 

the need to strengthen the Xi-Lambda Chapterôs 

Scholarship Endowment. 

 ñWe wanted to support the men in their edu-

cational pursuits. Educational development is para-

mount in college and we are glad we can encourage 

them to better themselves academically.ò 

 Frater Maclellan was then able to find a do-

nor who would match the gift dollar for dollar making 

it ñeven more satisfying to see our gift's power dou-

ble. I would highly recommend checking with your 

company to find out if they match gifts to non-profit 

organizations.ò 

 The TKE Educational Foundation is a regis-

tered 501(c)(3) allowing anyone the ability to make 

tax advantaged gifts to Xi-Lambdaôs Scholarship En-

dowment. Gifts can be made in many ways including 

cash gifts, planned gifts, securities, real property, life 

insurance, and more. 

 Thank you for your ongoing support of the 

Xi-Lambda Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon. 

T K E - O - G R A M   

Support Xi-Lambdaôs Endowment 

www.ugatke.com/endowment 

surpass his expectations for Xi-Lambda. 

Province Advisor Jonathan Turk 

was initiated in the fall of 2006 as 

the 2025th initiate of the Epsilon 

Chapter of TKE at Iowa State Uni-

versity. The Epsilon Chapter of TKE 

at ISU has a very long and impres-

sive history, a great scholarship pro-

gram, and a wonderful chapter 

house. Frater Turkôs decision to join TKE was solidified thanks 

to the connections he made with TKE members during his re-

cruitment visit; the Ronald Reagan connection didnôt hurt either. 

 He received his B.A. in political science and sociology. 

His M.S. is in Educational Research and Higher Education with 

his masterôs thesis examining the effect of fraternity member 

development programming on student development in three do-

mains: leadership, critical thinking, and openness to diversity. In 

the fall of 2012, Jon began his PhD work at the Institute of 

Higher Education at the University of Georgia where he studies 

state and federal higher education policy, organizational behav-

ior, advanced statistics, and community college issues. It was at 

this time he was asked to become a Province Advisor and work 
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 The annual TKE Xi-Lambda Homecoming Tail-

gate was held on November 9th. It was a great day to be 

a Dawg! Quarterback Aaron Murray and the rest of the 

Bulldawgs defeated the Appalachian State Mountaineers 

in a decisive 45 to 6 victory. 

 The festivities proved as enjoyable as always 

with great BBQ from Shaneõs Rib Shack, lots of friends 

and family, and live music.  The Xi-Lambda Alumni Asso-

ciation held its annual meeting during which the new 

Board of Directors was elected for the next 2 years. 

 This year was extra special for Xi-Lambda who won the 

Spirit of Homecoming Competition. The Tekes teamed up with 

Gamma Sigma Sigma sorority for this yearõs competition. It was 

comprised of a spirit video, street painting, banner, and float. 

 TKE and GSS beat SC and ADP to win 1st place and 

were announced during the Homecoming football game!  Itõs an-

other great example of how the Tekes are continuing to excel on 

campus and within Greek Life. Congratulations to TKE and GSS. 

Go Dawgs! 

  

make this fundraiser the best that the Guide Dog Founda-
ǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ¢Y9Ωǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ we ended up raising 
enough money to reach our goal of sponsoring our own 
guide dog, Dooley. I can't even begin to express my grati-
ǘǳŘŜΦέ 
 
Dooley sounds like an excellent name for a Guide Dawg!  

 The New York-based Guide Dog Foundation for the 
Blind was founded in 1946 with the simple mission of providing 
guide dogs and training, free of charge, to people who are blind 
or visually impaired. The Xi-Lambda Chapter recognized the 
great work this organization does and decided to host an event 
to raise money for the foundation. The event was catered by 
.ŀǊōŜǊƛǘƻΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ  
  
 ¢Y9Ωǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ {ǿŜŜǘƘŜŀǊǘΣ YƛƳƳƛŜ aŀƴǳŜƭΣ ƛǎ ŀ άǇǳǇǇȅ 
ǿŀƭƪŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ IŜǊ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŘƻƎΣ WŀŎƪΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƴπ
ing with her for about a year and half. Jack made such an im-
pression on our men that they decided to feature Jack on their 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŦǊŀǘƘƻǳƴŘΦέ 
  
 It was clear the Tekes efforts were much appreciate by 
Kimmie and the foundation. ά¢Y9 Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ L 
was touched that they were all so willing to support something 
that I am so passionate about. They went above and beyond to 

steps have been taken and the proc-

ess is improving.  

 We are excited to an-

nounce that this Fall saw the Xi-

Lambda Chapter initiate seven new 

men on September 30th. All of 

these men showed significant drive 

and ability during their education 

process. Please join us in congratu-

lating the following men on being 

accepted into the Bond of Tau 

Kappa Epsilon. 

¶ Hunter Fairchild 

¶ Rob Hurt 

¶ CJ Ishu 

¶ Brendan Reese 

¶ Ben Bishop 

¶ Kevin Danz 

¶ Larkin Wilson  

 The undergraduates have been working 

diligently to improve their recruitment efforts. 

Their primary goal is to grow the chapter to a size 

of at least 80 men within the next few semesters. 

While there is still work to be done, many positive 

Recruitment Success 

Guide Dog Foundation for the Blind 

Kimmie 

& Jack 

For more info on the 

foundation visit: 

 

www.guidedog.org  

http://www.guidedog.org/
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exclusively with the Xi-Lambda. 

His success is not limited to the classroom; Turk had 

this to say about his experience within Tau Kappa Epsilon. 

ñMy Teke journey has made all the difference and continues 

to impact my life.  It provided me with numerous opportunities 

to develop as a leader, a scholar, and an active member of my 

community. I had the opportunity to serve as my chapterôs 

Grammateus, Hypophetes, and Hegemon, as the IFC Vice 

President of Judicial Affairs, to be a part of multiple clubs 

and organizations, and to serve as the President of the Stu-

dent Body, a $5 million dollar solely student run enterprise.ò 

He also spoke about the support he received from 

Epsilonôs alumni fraters and the role they have played in his 

life. ñTKE and my alumni fraters supported my journey the 

entire way. Through Epsilonôs generous scholarship program 

most of my room and board expenses were covered during all 

four years. Teke alumni also contributed over $3,000 to my 

student government campaign and paid my tuition for TKE 

Leadership Academy. TKEôs greatest impact has been the 

friendships.  My best friends in this world are all Teke broth-

ers which is no coincidence. They would do anything for me 

and I them, which is not something you find every day.ò 

When asked about his thoughts on Xi-Lambda and 

itsô future, Frater Turk reiterated many of the same sentiments 

as Frater Barr. ñThe University of Georgia is the flagship in-

stitution of the state, despite GaTechôs views to the con-

trary.  When people think about colleges and universities in 

the state of Georgia, they think of UGA. Teke Nation would 

benefit by having a strong Xi-Lambda Chapter to prove that 

our fraternity is just as strong and has just as much to offer as 

some of the so-called ñpowerhouseò fraternities founded in 

the South. Beyond that, UGA is one the top universities in the 

southeast attracting some of the best and brightest students. 

Our fraternity, local and international, can only be improved 

by initiating such strong undergraduates.ò On his goals for 

our chapter he stated, ñFirst and foremost, I want to see to Xi-

Lambda grow and become an 80-100 man chapter. I want to 

help our undergraduate members get the most out of their 

chapter experience and to be presented with some beneficial 

membership development programming. Finally, Iôd like to 

help Xi-Lambda earn their next Top TKE Chapter Award. I am 

committed to working with the chapterôs leaders and alumni 

advisors to make these goals happen.ò 

It is clear that Jon is passionate about giving back to 

the organization that has given him so much. Prior to serving as 

a Province Advisor to our chapter, he served as a live-in gradu-

ate advisor for Epsilon Chapter, restarted the Epsilon Alumni 

Association, and helped to reorganize their Board of Advisors 

and Housing Corporation. He continues to serve as the Alumni 

Grammateus for his home chapter. Jon hit the ground running, 

already beginning his work as Province Advisor and his work 

with Xi-Lambda, meeting with Xi-Lambda Alumni and under-

graduate officers, presenting recruitment training sessions at 

Province Education Conferences, and being selected as one of 

four facilitators for the Region 2 Regional Leadership Confer-

ence in Atlanta this coming year. ñI give back because I want 

others to have the same positive experience that I have had and 

continue to have in TKE.ò 

The Xi-Lambda Chapter has begun working with Jon 

and our Alumni Association to achieve the goals they have for 

themselves and we all have for them. The men of Xi-Lambda 

have been improving upon recruitment, philanthropy, academ-

ics, and more. It is these steps in the right direction that give us 

all excitement to see just how high Xi-Lambda can climb. 

If you are interested in knowing more about volun-

teering to help in the success of our beloved Chapter please 

reach out the our new Alumni Association Board of Directors 

President Robert Gibbs at rgibbs1033@yahoo.com 

T K E - O - G R A M   
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160 River Road 

Athens, GA 30605 

uga.tke.alumni@gmail.com 
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We believe that the essential elements of true brotherhood 

are love, charity, and esteem; love, that binds our hearts 

with the sturdy chords of fraternal affection; charity, that is 

impulsive to see virtues in a brother and slow to reprove his 

faults; esteem, that is respectful to the honest convictions of 

others and that refrains from treading upon that which is 

sacred to spirit and conscience; these are the triple obliga-

tions of every brother in the bond. òBetter Men for a Better Worldó 
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Alumni Spotlight: Blake Rouse 

Why did you join TKE?  
 I joined TKE in the fall of 2004 after swearing not to join a fraternity be-
cause of the misconception that I would be "buying" my friends. When I met the 
Tekes, I realized that it was different; I had a very quick connection with them and 
wanted to get to know them better. 
 

Favorite memory or funny story as an undergrad?  
 I have many great stories, many too inappropriate to print, but one 
adventure that sticks out involves a rabid raccoon at formal. We had fifteen 
people in a hot tub made for 6 when a raccoon climbed down from the 
porch above us. While running inside, we realized we left our ñbeveragesò 
on the porch. We tried using a pool cue to fend off the raccoon, but he was 
infatuated with our Jacuzzi. We were eventually forced to sacrifice our 
drinks to nature, along with the pool cue that he grabbed from us. 
 
What have you been doing since graduation?  
 I graduated in the fall of 2007 and went into sales with NCR. I cur-
rently manage the relationships for technology partners for Qmatic, a 
global IT company that helps our clients maximize their interactions with 
their customers, improve customer experience, and ultimately drive in-
creased revenue.  

 
Why did you volunteer to serve on the Alumni Association Board?  
 We were a colony when I was an undergrad and we did not have the 
alumni support available today. I know how much we missed that support and want 
to make sure the current group of guys has every resource available to them to be 
successful. 
 
What does it mean to you to be able to give back to your chapter?  
 Ultimately my TKE brothers are my best friends. They are the best people I 
know and the people I chose to continue spending my time with since graduating 
college. I want to make sure the current Tekes at UGA have the kind of experi-
ences that lead to those treasured relationships. 
 
What are your hopes for the future of the Chapter and Alumni Association?  
 I hope the chapter grows and continues to excel so there will always be a 
great place where alumni and undergraduates can come together and reminisce 
about the good old days and celebrate gridiron victories. 

Blake Rouse 

and wife Sarah 
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Blast From the Past 

Support the Xi-Lambda Alumni Association 
 The primary goals of the Alumni Association are to facilitate alumni communication and 

interaction through publications such as the TKE-O-GRAM and events including Homecoming 

and G-Day, support the undergraduate chapter in achieving their goals and ensuring their sustain-

ability, and work in conjunction with the undergraduate chapter to benefit a worthy philanthropic 

cause. We ask that each alumni member contribute annually to the Alumni Association so that we 

can not only meet, but exceed these goals. 

www.ugatke.com/donate  

1980 Homecoming Parade -  S. Milledge Avenue  

Dale Cash, Mark Roeber, Ricky Taylor, and William Russell West 


